1H ae T Wey x | 


Photo History 


From January 2016 
(Volume 61) 


Driving from Hoi An to My Son which is a really interesting 
4th Century World Heritage site where we were treated to 
a performance by a Champs dance group. Expecting a 
‘touristy’ presentation we were actually charmed by the 
delightful feminine dancing and delightful music 
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The Champs dance 


group at My Son 
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= Photo History 
My So’n is a cluster of abandoned and partially ruined Hindu temples constructed be- 
tween the 4th and the 14th century AD by the kings of Champa. The temples are dedi- 
cated to the worship of the god Shiva known under various local names, the most im- 
portant of which is "Bhadresvara". 


My Son is located near the village of Duy Phu, in the administrative district of Duy 
Xuyén in Quang Nam Province in Central Vietnam 69 km southwest of Da Nang. The 
temples are in a valley roughly two kilometres wide that is surrounded by two moun- 
tain ranges. 


From the 4th to the 14th century AD, the valley at MY Son was a site of religious cere- 
mony for kings of the ruling dynasties of Champa as well as a burial place for Cham roy- 
alty and national heroes. It was closely associated with the nearby Cham cities of In- 
drapura (D6ng Duong) and Simhapura (Tra Kiéu). At one time, the site encompassed 
over 70 temples as well as numerous stele bearing historically important inscriptions in 
Sanskrit and Cham 


My Son is perhaps the longest inhabited archaeological site in Indochina, but a large 
majority of its architecture was destroyed by US carpet bombing during a single week 
of The Vietnam War and | have photographed some of the craters 
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The My sen eee one is regarded one of the foremost Hindu temple complexes 

in Southeast Asia and is the foremost heritage site of this nature in Vietnam. It is often 
R compare other historical temple complexes in Southeast Asia, such as Borobudur 
~ of Java A&gkor Wat in Cambodia . As of 1999, My So'n has been recognized by Unesco 


\ 
\ 


N as a world,heritage site. 
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Tien explaining the back- 


ground to My Son 
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One of the many bomb craters on 


the wonderful site 


Tien explaining to an 


attentive audience 


Photo History 


Qe 


> 
= 

ie) 

yp 
2 
pe i 

fe) 
pr) 
[e) 
cS 
a 


Photo History 


BY cay TA to the beach 4km 
Dt ew een , “4 Tran Hung Dao St. = 
i, ii a 2 oe 3 
seni \ D Hl 5. [o) oa =) 
a __— | ES 
—— a = 5 i 
ed Phan Chau Trinh St. 3 157 5, OUY Hieu St. 


tL 
Ah tl 
Le 44 & nguye 
oe a S 
Q 


i a ie 

ran Phu St Market acre 

3 ie pran® 

aa 3 and = 
g 2 gach 
a Cam Nam 
pena S 35 sort Bridge 
to Cham Islands 
22 CAM NAM 
HOAI RIVER ISLAND 


Phuc Kién Assembly hal! 
Triéu Chau Assembly hall 
Information center 

~~ Walking and cycling town 
Tourist Information Center 


Folk game of breaking pots 


e Ceramics 


eum of Hdi An History and Culture Folk game of bingo-in-huts 
“ak of Sa Huynh Culture | “Square fishing net working 
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Hoi Ann old 
quarter map 


The well outside 
the market was 

still in everyday 

use 
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»» These conical incense candles were inscribed with 
S332 a the loved one’s name and burnt for approx. 1 week 
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The ornate Chinese temple was still 


a thriving community building 


These sea paintings in the Temple were from the time 


Photo History 
when Hoi An was a thriving sea port 
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Walking 
around 
Hoi An 
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This beautiful little bridge is 
emblematic of Hoi An. A 
bridge was first constructed 
here in the 1590s by the Japa- 
nese community to link them 
with the Chinese quarters. 
Over the centuries the orna- 
mentation has remained rela- 
tively faithful to the original 
Japanese design. 


The structure is very solidly 
constructed because of the 
threat of earthquakes. The en- 
trances to the bridge are 
guarded by weathered stat- 
ues: a pair of monkeys on one 
side, a pair of dogs on the oth- 
er. According to one story, 
many of Japan’s emperors 
were born in the years of the 
dog and monkey. 


The bridge is depict- 
ed on the 20,000 
Dong bank note 
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We enjoyed the 
old city so much 
that we walked 
there again to en- 
joy it at night. 
The bridge across 
the river was 
alive with traders 
selling their 
wares _ including 
lucky candles that 
one could float 
down the river. It 
was very, very 
colourful 
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The floating candles 


are released onto 


the Thu Bon River 
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The Hoi An 
Roastery made the 
best coffee we 
found in Vietnam 
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One of their specialities 
was made with fresh 


"eggs, cinnamon and 
“cream and it was dou- 
_ble-delicious 
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Market fare 


25 


Photo History ean 


hy 
— 


26 


Photo History 


Fishing in The Thu 
Bon River with nets 
ready to be lowered 
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On the way to The Marble moun- 
tain we passed through this village 
which was the centre for producing 
massive kumquat bushes in pots 
ready for distribution throughout 
Vietnam for 

The Lunar 

new Year cele- / 

brations 
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Marble Mountains "Five elements mountains") is a cluster of five marble and limestone 
hills located in Ngu Hanh Son ward, south of Da Nang The five ‘mountains’ are named after 
the five elements; Kim (metal), Thuy (water), Moc (wood), Hoa (fire) and Tho (earth). 


All of the mountains have cave entrances and numerous tunnels, and we took this totally 
‘out of place’ lift to climb part of the way. Several 
Buddhist sanctuaries are within the mountains,. 
The area is famous for stone sculpture making 
and stone-cutting crafts. Direct rock extraction 
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Market shots—Coconut shredding 


Green coconuts being prepared 
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Rubber being collected 
from the tree 
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Paddy fields being cultivated 
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Getting the water buffa- 
lo down into the field 
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...a bit touristy but still great fun. We 
drove to Lac Lake where we mounted 
elephants and slowly walked into the 
shallow lake and went for a narrow 


dug out canoe ride followed by vis- 


iting long houses in the local village 
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.all went well until the ele- | 
phant decided it was time to) 
play submarines and went 
into “dive, dive dive” mode 
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Photo History The long houses extend as the family size increases 


and each window denotes a daughter 


On the 29th January we flew to Ho Chi Minh city where we 
stayed at The Renaissance Riverside. After breakfast there 
we took a boat trip from Cai Be in the heart of The Mekong 
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Delta down the Mekong 


Pretty strong...but not 
everyones’ taste 


On The Mekong 
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Floating funeral coffin makers 


Griddled garlic 
prawns and 


grilled elephant 


ear fish 
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Producing the pots | 


The brick kiln and 


pottery factory 
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Inside the kiln 
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